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DE PERE — Alumni of Notre Dame Academy are demanding the removal of St. Norbert Ab-

bey’s leader as well as two school board members who supported a priest convicted of sexu-

ally assaulting a teenager in the 1980s. h In a letter obtained by the Green Bay Press-Gazette,

a group working on behalf of graduates from Notre Dame and the former Premontre, Abbot

Pennings and St. Joseph Academy schools pushed for new leadership amid a reckoning over

sexual abuse allegations linked to Norbertines who worked at the schools decades ago.

The calls for change come nearly one year after
the suicide of Notre Dame alumnus Nate Lind-
strom, who said three priests sexually abused him
when he was a teenager.

Lindstrom received $420,000 in secret pay-
ments from the order over 10 years until abbey offi-
cials deemed his allegations not credible and
stopped sending checks, a Press-Gazette investiga-
tion found.

He killed himself in March.
For many former students, alleged sexual mis-

conduct among Norbertine priests has been an

open secret.
“This has been going on for decades,” said Kate

Egan, who graduated from Notre Dame with Lind-
strom in 1992. “I think most of us who have had gen-
erations of family members attend these schools
remember hearing stories.” 

The group sent a letter to Notre Dame officials
last month with a list of requests, including Abbot
Dane Radecki’s resignation and removal from the
school’s Corporate Board.

Demanding
accountability

A billboard with the phrase “I Believe Nate” was displayed along State 172 near Bellevue in honor of
Nate Lindstrom. COURTESY OF SELENA DARROW

Green Bay Notre Dame alumni call
for St. Norbert Abbey leader to resign

Haley BeMiller Green Bay Press-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

See ACCOUNTABILITY, Page 3A

GREEN BAY — A well-timed U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling and related legisla-
tive action helped Wisconsin and
Brown County avoid drops in revenue
as consumer spending habits shifted
due to the coronavirus.

In fact, governments that receive
sales tax distributions saw some sig-
nificant year-over-year gains in 2020
thanks to an increase in overall con-
sumer spending.

Wisconsin sales and use taxes in-
creased $140.6 million to $5.8 billion in
2020, a 2.5% increase.

In Brown County, which enacted a
countywide 0.5% sales tax Jan. 1, 2018,
sales tax collections increased $1 mil-
lion to $29.6 million in 2020, a 3.6% in-
crease, according to Wisconsin De-
partment of Revenue data, which pro-
vides figures for counties that have en-
acted 0.5% sales taxes. 

For comparison, that’s $5 million
more than the county ever received in a
year under its sales tax to pay for Lam-
beau Field renovations, which maxed
out at $24.6 million in 2014.

Figures are reported monthly, but
the distributions — DOR’s term for
funds taxing entities receive — can lag
a month or two behind. Companies
that collect the tax often pay it a month
or two later, or sometimes annually,
which can make month-to-month
comparisons difficult. 

The increases might seem counter-
intuitive at a time when retailers, res-
taurants, bars, entertainment venues
and tourist attractions across the state
continue to struggle, hoping to eke
through the pandemic. 

But macroeconomic data shows
consumer spending, which dropped
sharply in March and April, quickly re-
covered in May and grew 5-10%, said
Noah Williams, director of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison’s Center for
Research on the Wisconsin Economy.

BROWN COUNTY

Sales tax
increased
$1 million
despite a
pandemic
Jeff Bollier Green Bay Press-Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

See TAX, Page 3A

GREEN BAY — A program that
helped more than 700 people secure
jobs in 2019 will expand into northeast-
ern Wisconsin and is looking for local
companies with jobs to fill.

United Migrant Opportunity Ser-
vices Inc., better known as UMOS, re-
ceived a $1.3 million grant from the
Wisconsin Department of Children and

Families to provide transitional job ser-
vices to 150 eligible residents in Brown,
Outagamie, Winnebago, Oconto and
Marinette counties. The organization
received another $595,000 grant to ex-
pand the program into Kenosha County,
too.

Eligible residents live in one of the
five counties and have been previously
incarcerated, have child support or-
ders, have child welfare reunification
plans or were formerly in foster care

programs.
UMOS will use the grant to assess el-

igible residents’ skills, identify an ap-
propriate jobs with participating com-
panies and then pay the person’s wages
for the first six months, spokesperson
Roderick Ritcherson said. The hope is
that companies want to keep the em-
ployee on the job and take over paying
their wages. 

New program in northeastern Wisconsin
is looking for companies with jobs to fill
Jeff Bollier Green Bay Press-Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

See JOBS, Page 7A
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Williams attributed the increase to
shifts in consumer spending, pandemic
relief checks sent to low- and middle-
income Americans, and enhanced un-
employment benefits that paid unem-
ployed workers an extra $600 per week
through July and now provide an extra
$300 per week through March 14. 

“It’s striking,” Williams said. “Con-
sumption had a short-run hit but came
back quickly. Incomes have been high.
But underlying this, there’s some big
shifts in patterns of consumption across
industries and online versus in-store.”

‘We’d be looking at
a different situation’

Those big shifts might have proved as
detrimental to sales tax coffers as they
did other local and state government
revenue streams, if not for South Dakota
v. Wayfair Inc.

In that case, the U.S. Supreme Court
in 2018 upheld South Dakota’s law that
requires out-of-state businesses that
sell to state residents to charge, collect
and remit sales taxes. Prior to the ruling,
states could only require businesses
with a physical presence in the state to
collect and remit sales taxes. The
change means you now pay sales tax
when you check out at Wayfair, Amazon
and other digital retailers. 

Wisconsin passed a law in 2019 that
ensured it could collect those taxes on
out-of-state sales, said Chad Weininger,
Brown County’s director of administra-
tion. The law does have exceptions for
remote retailers who do less than 200
transactions or $100,000 in business
annually with in-state residents.

Weininger said Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Revenue economists projected
the Wayfair ruling would generate an
additional $150,000 annually for the
county. Last year, he said, it was closer
to $250,000. 

“This ticked up a lot,” Weininger said. 

Williams said macroeconomic trends
show double-digit growth in online
sales while in-store shopping, not unex-
pectedly, dropped during the pandemic. 

“Without the Wayfair decision, we’d
looking at a different situation,” he said.
“Nationally, we’ve seen a 18% growth
last year in online sales while in-store
was down about 10%. There would have
been a whole lot of transaction growth
that would have been untaxed in the
state without (the Wayfair decision).”

This shift is one most shoppers have
probably grown familiar with after liv-
ing with the coronavirus for 11 months:
From In-store to online, vacation rental
to home improvements, from tickets to
sporting events to sporting goods.

“Not surprisingly, travel and tourism
are all way down. Goods spending over-
all has increased, but they’re spending
on home goods, sporting goods, and
home entertainment,” Williams said.
“People aren’t going out as much or on
vacation, so they’re spending to make
life at home better.”

Swimming pools
and sporting goods

Sporting goods, in particular for win-
ter activities like cross country skiing,
have seen a huge spike in sales, said
Chris Zeller, a third generation co-own-
er of Zeller’s Ski & Sports in Green Bay.
The shop, a fixture in Green Bay since
the 1950s, sold out of its inventory of
cross country skis and snowshoes be-
fore Christmas. 

“It’s something you can do outside,
while you wear a mask,” Zeller said of
cross country skiing. “You can ski with a
small group of family members and
there’s not a lot of people on the trail.
With the lack of school activities like
soccer, volleyball and basketball, fam-
ilies are figuring they have to get out and
do something. The sport is just booming
right now.” 

The specifics of what consumers buy
can also push sales tax distributions up
or down since some products are taxed
while others are not, said Robert
Schmidt, administrator for Revenue’s

Division of Research and Policy.
For example, if you bought a home

exercise bike in lieu of a gym member-
ship last year, the bike is a taxable prod-
uct while a monthly membership is a
service, thus not taxed. 

Conversely, consider a sandwich: A
pre-made sandwich is a product that is
taxed, but essential groceries like bread,
turkey and lettuce are not taxed. So
more trips to the grocery store rather
than a sit-down restaurant would de-
crease taxes paid. 

The sales tax applies to all of Brown
County. But a look at Green Bay building
permit data can provide other examples
of how consumer spending shifted dur-
ing the pandemic, yet still fueled an in-
crease in sales tax collections.

A caveat: Every permit issued or bit
of repair requested cannot be traced di-
rectly back to a pandemic-influenced
decision, but the increases do match up
well with macroeconomic shifts Wil-
liams reported. 

Take, for example, swimming pools
and decks. 

The city issued 34 swimming pool
permits last year at an estimated value
of $722,280, more than the 29 pool per-
mits issued in 2018 and 2019 combined.
Deck, porch and patio permit numbers
remained steady year over year at 124,
but the permit values increased
$118,418.

The number of residential alteration
and addition permits, which cover gen-
eral home improvements and expan-
sions, dropped slightly, but the value of
those improvements increased 56.6%
from $4.3 million to $6.7 million in
2020.

Impact on Brown County’s plans

With 2020 in the books, the county is
now at the halfway point in its six-year
plan to impose the 0.5% sales tax in or-
der to pay for county improvement pro-
jects.

The tax has generated $80.7 million
in three years, or 54.9% of the $147 mil-
lion Brown County wanted to collect be-
fore the tax ends Dec. 31, 2023. The

County Board of Supervisors approved
the plan in 2017 with the intent to pay
down debt, fund facility improvements
without borrowing and to help pay a
part of the $93 million Resch Expo pro-
ject.

The $147 million would pay for:
h Resch Expo: $15 million 
h Infrastructure, Roads and Facilities

Projects: $60 million
h Jail and Mental Health Projects:

$20 million
h Libraries: $20 million 
h Resch Expo maintenance fund: $10

million 
h Medical Examiner and Public Safe-

ty Projects: $10 million 
h Museum Project: $1 million 
h Parks and Fairgrounds Project: $6

million
h STEM Innovation Center: $5 mil-

lion 
The sales tax dollars will pay off debt

issued for Resch Expo until 2029. From
then on, hotel room taxes will pay off
Resch Expo debt.

The sales tax plan approved in 2017
including a freeze on the county’s prop-
erty tax rate and debt reduction. Brown
County had about $120 million in debt to
pay off when the tax went into effect and
now o $70 million. 

Even with three solid years of distri-
butions, County Executive Troy Streck-
enbach is not ready to start budgeting
excess dollars or ending the sales tax
sooner than planned. Consumer spend-
ing might decline if the pandemic rages
on or the area’s key employers might be
hit by a recession that sends distribu-
tions way down. 

“From our perspective, we’re very
confident in where we are today. But un-
til all those projects have been funded
and completed, we really don’t hold our
breath or count a year as a good one,”
Streckenbach said. “When the projects
have been completed and we’ve brought
them in, then we will say ‘mission ac-
complished.’”

Contact Jeff Bollier at (920) 431-8387
or jbollier@gannett.com. Follow him on
Twitter at @GBstreetwise. 

Tax
Continued from Page 1A

The letter followed a previous appeal
for action from over 400 alumni in the
wake of the Press-Gazette investigation.

Radecki has served as abbot since
2018 and worked as principal for Pre-
montre and Notre Dame when Lind-
strom was in high school.

Premontre and Abbot Pennings, both
operated by the Norbertines, merged
with the all-girls’ St. Joseph Academy to
become Notre Dame in 1990. The school
serves nearly 800 students today and
remains tied to the Catholic order, with
some priests holding top positions on
the Corporate Board and Board of Edu-
cation.

“We demand the Norbertines hold
Abbot Dane Radecki, as leader and deci-
sion maker accountable, and any other
parties involved, for the alleged cover up
and mishandling of these alleged abuse
cases,” the letter stated. “There has been
an overwhelming lack of victim support
and compassion. Abbot Radecki ap-
pears to be part of the problem.”

A Change.org petition also calling for
Radecki’s resignation has gathered over
2,400 signatures.

Radecki declined through an abbey
spokesman to be interviewed for this
story. In a letter to alumni, also obtained
by the Press-Gazette, the abbot said no
one brought information to him about
suspected abuse by Norbertines during
his tenure as principal. He also denied
having any advance knowledge of past
decisions to transfer accused clergy out
of the abbey.

“Many continue to hurt from this sad

part of our history and I pray daily that
they may find hope and healing,” Ra-
decki wrote. “I fully realize that no mat-
ter what is said, it will not change what
happened.”

According to the abbot, a policy es-
tablished in 1991 requires Norbertines to
report abuse allegations to local police
or Child Protective Services. Abbey offi-
cials track investigations into priests
and meet with victims, if they’re willing,
to offer “pastoral and spiritual support”
and help them arrange counseling.

“We acknowledge that, before 1991,
this was not always the case,” Radecki
wrote. “Past practice regarding whether
or not to report allegations, as well as
how victims and offenders were treated,
was reflective of standard societal ap-
proaches at the time of the allegations.
This is not to say it was the right thing to
do, nor is it an excuse; rather, it is an ex-
planation.”

If an allegation is substantiated, Ra-
decki said, the priest is removed from
ministry and lives at the abbey under a
safety plan that may include a ban on
interacting with children. These Nor-

bertines are moved out of the De Pere fa-
cility only if their health “requires a dif-
ferent, restricted residence.”

Priests are permitted to resume min-
istry if an allegation is unsubstantiated,
but the letter does not indicate how ab-
bey officials gauge the credibility of
such accusations. Abbey spokesman
Montie Chavez said the abbot’s re-
sponse “stands for itself.”

Two board members 
vouched for convicted priest

In addition to Radecki’s resignation,
Notre Dame alumni want to see the re-
moval of two board members who wrote
letters to a Brown County judge in 2004
in support of James Stein, a former
priest who sexually assaulted one of
Lindstrom’s classmates in the late
1980s.

He is also one of the three priests
Lindstrom accused of abusing him.

Stein was charged in 2003 with three
counts of second-degree sexual assault
but agreed to plead no contest to one
charge in exchange for the other two be-

ing dropped. In December 2004, then-
Judge Sue Bischel sentenced him to one
year in jail and 10 years of probation. 

Court records show Bischel received
several letters from Stein’s friends and
fellow Norbertines ahead of the sen-
tencing sharing positive stories and
asking for a lenient punishment on his
behalf. Notre Dame Corporate Board
member Sister Pat Clement and the Rev.
David Komatz, who serves on the Board
of Education, were among those speak-
ing in Stein’s favor.

“(Stein) is a people person who has
helped many, many people over the
years,” Clement wrote. “He touched
hearts in positive ways that only con-
gregations can tell you about. Laughter
and care accompany his ministry.”

Komatz, who was the abbey’s sec-
ond-in-command at the time, said Stein
had rehabilitated himself after a misde-
meanor sex offense in 1991 and argued
he had already been punished by losing
his priesthood and license to practice
psychology.

“Priesthood is intrinsically entwined
in one’s self-concept. ... Practically
speaking, priesthood is forever gone for
Jim Stein,” Komatz wrote.

Clement and Komatz did not respond
to interview requests from the Press-
Gazette. In his letter, Radecki said the
boards planned to meet to discuss a
path forward. 

Chad Staehly, who graduated from
Notre Dame in 1993, said leadership
changes are just part of the accountabil-
ity and transparency that alumni want
to see from the school and Norbertines.
The group also urged abbey officials to
turn over records on credibly accused
priests to law enforcement and wants to
see intervention by the state attorney
general.

Still, Staehly believes a fresh start at
the top will help protect children going
forward. The Notre Dame community is
close-knit, he said, and alumni are in-
vested in making sure they can feel
proud of the school’s legacy.

“I was a kid, but I sure knew that sex-
ual abuse of a child is wrong no matter
who’s committing it,” he said.

Contact Haley BeMiller at hbemill-
er@gannett.com. Follow her on Twitter
at @haleybemiller.

Accountability
Continued from Page 1A

Rt. Rev. Dane Radecki, O. Praem., abbot of St. Norbert Abbey during a press
conference in 2014. USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

“Priesthood is intrinsically

entwined in one’s

self-concept. ... Practically

speaking, priesthood is

forever gone for Jim Stein.”
Rev. David Komatz


